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About 100 people fighting cancer will
be able to take part in a six-month art
workshop, thanks to Swire group’s
HK$150,000 donation to the Youth
Arts Foundation yesterday.

In its 15th year of sponsoring
Operation Santa Claus, John Swire &
Sons – one of the longest-serving cor-
porate donors – raised the money
through its charitable trust, for the
foundation’s new project targeted at
18 to 30-year-olds with cancer, The C
Word. Hunter Crawford, staff direc-
tor of the Swire group, said: “The
company has had a long-time rela-
tionship with the foundation. And
the project is a great cause, so we’re
happy to help them get the publicity
in the English media they need.”

The Swire group, which com-
prises about 80 companies with
70,000 employees, “will continue to
support Operation Santa Claus as
long as possible”, he said.

Rae Leung Wai-hon was diag-
nosed with cancer in 2007. 

She will be the artist in residence
for The C Word, a free workshop not

only for the young people living with
the disease, but also relatives strug-
gling to deal with their own feelings.

The C Word will be open to about
100 people, run for approximately six
months, and comprise workshops on
audio recording, writing, photogra-
phy and collage-making.

Leung said she came up with the
idea after noticing there was not
much support for cancer patients in
her age group.

Last month, the foundation and
the Little Life Warrior Society, an-
other OSC beneficiary, sat down to
talk about the benefits of art for peo-

ple living with cancer. Dr Matthew
Shing Ming-kong, a founder of the
mutual-aid organisation for children
with cancer, said he used art as a way
for his patients to express their
thoughts and feelings. “It lets them
understand themselves and others,”
he said. “And it undoubtedly lets peo-
ple who care, like me, to get a glimpse
of their inner feelings.”

He recalled treating an 18-year-
old avid badminton player two years
ago. “The moment he knew he had
cancer,” Shing said, “the first ques-
tion he asked was, ‘Can I still play
badminton?’ To be frank it wasn’t op-
timistic because his right hand was
losing agility.

“Later, I saw his drawing of him-
self playing badminton with his left
hand. His strong desire to continue
playing badminton was amazing. But
if it hadn’t been for the painting, I
wouldn’t have known.” 

The young man regained strength
in his right hand.

“Our children engage in lots of
painting, singing, writing, arts and
crafts, or even photography, in their
leisure time,” Shing said. 

“By no means is their artistry so-
phisticated, but it’s certain that the
arts provide avenues for them to give
vent to their feelings.” 

Yick Ling-yan, visual arts manager
of the arts foundation, agreed that art
was “a nice way to express one’s
thoughts”. 

Knowing the benefits art could
bring to children with cancer, the
foundation conducted a puppet-
making programme for the Little Life
Warrior Society a year ago. 

She said: “It inspired uncertain
children to share with people around
them their happiness and their sad-
ness.” 

Swire group gives HK$150,000 to Youth Arts Foundation

Donation helps young cancer
patients explore artistic talent

Lindsey McAlister (right), of the Youth Arts Foundation, takes the cheque from Swire’s Hunter Crawford (second right), with Rae Leung and Deon Lai (left) looking on. Photo: Dickson Lee 
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The younger brother of late Nina
Wang Kung Yu-sum, Dr Kung Yan-
sum, could become more involved in
the business of Chinachem Group
and its charitable foundation after he
retires from his clinic this week. 

His plans to retire from his 30
years of practice started before the
probate litigation that began in May
this year, according to a person close
to the situation. 

But Kung did not set out to close
down his clinic in order to become
more involved in the business of the
group and the foundation, the South
China Morning Post was told. “Dr
Kung has always been a director of
the group and he comes to the office
every morning, anyway. He is now in
his 70s. He began telling his patients
even before the trial that they could
not expect him to continue his clinic
work for the rest of his life,” the per-
son said. 

But the parties involved have
agreed that Kung’s retirement will 
involve spending more time closely
managing the business left by his late
tycoon sister. 

The Post has not learned why Dr
Kung chose to close the clinic now –
Thursday will be its final day. The
judge’s ruling on his sister’s will is due
to be delivered by the end of this year
or early next year. 

Wang’s sister, Dr Molly Gong
Chung-sum, will continue her role in
Chinachem Group overseeing its
marketing business. 

She had moved back to Hong
Kong before the litigation began,
from her research post in the United
States. Her husband has recently tak-
en a research job at a local university
and has decided to settle down with
his wife in the city. 

The Kung siblings led the legal
battle against a rival claim, launched
by fung shui master Tony Chan
Chun-chuen, to control the tycoon’s
empire. 

The case was heard in the Court of
First Instance before Mr Justice John-
son Lam Man-hon, who is expected
to give his judgment probably after
Christmas. 

During Christmas, in addition to
Kung’s clinic closing down, China-
chem will move its headquarters
from Tsim Sha Tsui’s Chinachem
Golden Plaza to Nina Tower in Tsuen
Wan. 

It had reportedly always been
Wang’s intention to make Nina Tow-
er the headquarters of Chinachem
when the office was built, the person
said. It had nothing to do with recent
rumours that the move to Tsuen Wan
was to cut off any connection to the
location where Chan claimed his ver-
sion of the disputed will was written,
he said. 

It was understood that Wang’s
former living quarters on the top floor
of the Tsim Sha Tsui building would
remain untouched, preserved by her
family as a memorial.

It is also being preserved in case
any of its contents might be needed
in a future court action. Many of the
items that were kept there have been
mentioned in the legal battle. 

Nina Wang’s
brother may
step up role 
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Kung Yan-sum Molly Gong 

A former North District councillor
has been jailed for 21⁄2 years for 
defrauding the government of nearly
HK$600,000 by claiming subsidies for
inflated salaries of two assistants over
five years. 

Au Wai-kwan, 58, a former teach-
er, was found guilty of seven counts
of fraud by District Court Deputy
Judge Anthony Kwok Kai-on. 

The court heard that Au and his
wife overstated the monthly salaries
of Au’s two assistants by up to 10
times, when applying for reimburse-
ments between 2002 and 2007. At
that time Au was serving as a North
District councillor.

Au actually paid HK$144,500 for
the two assistants’ salaries over the
five years, but he and his wife claimed
HK$737,000 on their reimbursement
forms submitted to the secretariat
office of North District Council. 

Au’s wife, Lin Shui-lin, 36, alleg-
edly submitted fabricated receipts
and documents to support his
claims. Lin was acquitted of the
charges after the judge said the pros-
ecution could not prove beyond rea-
sonable doubt that she was involved
in the fraud.

Kwok said the case was a grave
breach of the trust between the gov-

ernment and district councillors, and
involved public money. Fabricated
receipts and documents produced
by Au added gravity to his offence.

Au, as a district councillor at the
time of the offence, should have used
his knowledge and abilities to serve
the public, the judge said.

Kwok said there was little reason
for clemency because Au’s acts were
premeditated, continued for almost
six years and he did not plead guilty.

Au was sentenced yesterday to 21
months in prison for four counts 
involving salary claims of one of the
assistants, and 18 months for three
counts involving another assistant.
Nine months of the two sentences
are to run concurrently, resulting in a
jail term of 30 months.

The court had heard that in Janu-
ary 2002, Au hired Hui Shiu-ki for his
Sheung Shui office. Before Hui’s
work began, Au allegedly asked Hui
to sign an employment contract, but
details of the salary and position were
left out.

In mid-2003, the court heard Au
employed Yu Kwan-hang as his assis-
tant, asking him to sign an employ-
ment contract and salary receipts
that did not state his wage or position.
Yu’s salary was said to have been
overstated by up to seven times in the
reimbursement applications.

District councillor
jailed over pay fraud
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How you can give
● Donate online by credit
card at osc.scmp.com
● Donations can be made
by ATM or at any HSBC
branches: a/c number
502-676299-001for 
SCMP CHARITIES LTD –
OPERATION SANTA CLAUS
● You can donate by
cheque, payable to 

“SCMP CHARITIES LTD –
OPERATION SANTA CLAUS”
and mailed to:
Operation Santa Claus,
Morning Post Centre,
22 Dai Fat Street,
Tai Po Industrial Estate,
New Territories,
Hong Kong.
● Donations of HK$100 or
more are tax-deductible.

If you’d like a tax receipt,
please send the
completed donation form
and original bank receipt,
with your name, address
and phone number, to the
address above
● Contact us at
osc@scmp.com or
2680 8159 or visit us
online at osc.scmp.com

You can help make a difference


